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III. And what, tJie sign when all these shall be concluded,
or, of ike conclusion off lie world ?"

For so may the three branches of the enquiry be completed
from the joint accounts of the three evangelists; Luke supply-
ing the sign of the first; and Mark the sign of the lasi; both
omitted by Matthew, See the foregoing note.

That this Is a correct Interpretation of the whole enquiry, in-
volving three distinct questions, may be Inferred from OUT Lord's
oracular response, containing three distinct answers to each; as
given most fully and collectively, by Matthew, in the xxiv. and
xxv. chapters, which ought not to have been separated: Luke
and Mark chiefly noticing and explaining his answer to the
first question, as of most importance to that generation; more
slightly mentioning his answer to the second; and omitting his
answer to the last; which they only notice incidentally else-
where.

We shall, therefore, proceed to state the substance of these
answers in order.

1.   SIGNS   OF THE   DESTRUCTION  OF JERUSALEM.

1 Sign. Many pretenders to be Christ, impostors, false
Christs, or Antichrists, saying, that the season of redemption

Is at hand; who shall deceive many, Matt. xxiv. 5, Mark xiiL 6,
Luke xxi. 8.

2. Wars, rumours of wars, and imsettlements, but the end of
Jerusalem not yet, Matt. xxiv. 6, ?, Mark xiii. 1, 8, Luke xxi.
9, 10.

8. Great famines, pestilences and earthquakes in divers
places; fearful and great signs from heaven, first to happen.
All these the "beginning of woes, Matt. xxiv. 7, 8, Mark xiii.
8, 9, Luke xxi 11, 12,

4.  Tribulation and persecution of the disciples, by Syna-
gogues, Governors and Kings;  trials, scourgings and execu-
tions, for CHRIST'S sake.    Promise of divine support,, of utter-
ance and wisdom to confute their adversaries.

5.  Apostacy of many disciples; parents, children^ relations
and friends., hating., betraying, and informing against each other
to death, Matt xxiv, 10, Mark xiii. 12, Luke xxi. 16.

6.  The disciples, hated by all for CHRIST'S sake. (But a hair
of their heads should not perish,) Matt xxiv. 9, Mark xiii. 13?
Luke xxi. 17, 18,
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